December 2022

Gloria a Dios
In early November 2011, I had the opportunity to participate along with 10 other people in a UMVIM Mission trip
to Cuba. We worked at a small Methodist church located
in the Martin Perez area outside of Havana. Our job was
to help with construction on the sanctuary at the church.
As we worked with our Cuban brothers and sisters, I observed something very special. As blessings were received, observed, or discussed, our Cuban friends always
would lift their hands toward heaven and, with a gleam in
their eyes, say in Spanish, “Gloria a Dios” (Glory to God).
Whether it was the mission pastor, Oswaldo, reflecting on
a new mission church’s services with standing room only
or a poor 81 year old lady, Tomassa, who learned that she
was being considered for residency in the Methodist
Home for the Elderly, the response was always the same:
“Gloria a Dios”.
During this Advent season, I am reminded of words proclaimed by angels over 2000 years ago, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward men.”
“Glory to God” for the greatest blessing ever: the birth of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Let us remember that in
the middle of all the commercialism of the Christmas season, that praising and glorifying God should be our focus.
Even after this season, let us always remember that our
response to God’s boundless daily blessings should be the
same: “Glory to God”… “Gloria a Dios.”
This Advent season, Mt. Hebron is offering many opportunities for worship, for sharing, and for fellowship. The Herald will highlight many of those opportunities, yet I would
like to share about one: The Service of the Longest Night
on Wednesday, December 21 at 7:00 pm.
Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the
first Christmas without a loved family member who has
recently died; it may be a time that has always been difficult.
The constant refrain on the radio and television, in shopping malls and churches, about the happiness of the season, about getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what they have lost or have never
had. We need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern; we need to know that we are not alone.
Our spirits sink, as the days grow shorter. We feel the
darkness growing deeper around us. We need encouragement to live the days ahead of us.
Come out, and join with us in hearing prayers, scripture,
and music that acknowledge that God’s presence is for
those who mourn, for those who struggle - and that God’s
Word comes to shine light into our darkness. Everyone is
welcome. Blessings, Cynthia

A Holiday Message from your
Counseling Service
“You have not lived today until you have done
something for someone who can never repay
you.” -John Bunyan
Mt. Hebron Counseling Service is in its 36th
year of ministry. Since last Autumn we have
provided over 2,500 hours of therapy and conducted Telemental Health and in-person sessions. Our Well Fund helps provide brief counseling services to those who do not have health
insurance. Thanks to generous donations the
Well Fund balance is very healthy!
If you are looking for an opportunity to make a
financial difference this year, consider the counseling services’ operational expenses a worthy
investment. With the pandemic, the counseling
service had to adapt our services to include Telemental health. While this has broadened our
reach, it substantially increased our technical
and operational expenses. Consequently, we
would ask at present that you earmark your contributions toward operational expenses.
Thank you for your partnership in making this
ministry possible to our congregation and community. -Donna Jones, Director

Hebron Day School Happenings

The day school has been busy! We have already
been working on Christmas musicals. Our 3s, 4s,
and kindergarten will perform for their parents,
in the sanctuary, on Dec 8. They have been working really hard and we are excited to share what
they have learned, with our families. We will also
be having a book fair that day to help earn free
books for our classrooms.
Our Butter Braid Bread fundraiser was successful. Thank you to all who ordered and supported
us. The money raised will help fund our Lillie Buff
Scholarship program.
The day school collected canned goods for the Go
Forth Mission House, in November. Each child
brought in an item, on the day of our Thanksgiving feast.
We will be having our school wide Happy Birthday
Jesus party on Dec 13. The kids will hear a story
about the birth of Jesus, sing Christmas Carols,
have a special snack and play games.
Thank you for all the support you have given the
Day School this year. We are excited about what
is still come.

In Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, author,
professor, and biblical scholar
Amy-Jill Levine explores the
biblical texts surrounding the
story of the birth of Jesus. Join
her as she traces the Christmas
narrative through the stories
of Zechariah and Elizabeth,
Mary, the journey to Bethlehem, and the visit from
the Magi. These stories open conversations around
connections of the Gospel stories to the Old Testament, the role of women in first-century Jewish culture, the importance of Mary’s visitation and the
revolutionary implications of Mary’s Magnificat, the
census and the stable, and the star of Bethlehem
and the flight to Egypt.
Join us for this pastor-led Advent Study beginning
Nov 27. We will meet each Sunday at 10am in the
Cornerstone Room (406). Books cost $10.

Thank you from the UMM
for the 50th Annual BBQ
Advanced gifts from: New
Covenant SS class, New
Creation SS class, Herald for Christ SS class, Agape
SS class, Ricky’s Tire & Auto Center, William Florence, Friendship SS class, New Fellowship SS class.
Thank you as well to all who gave at the BBQ sale!
UMM Financial Assistance Applications are now
available in the gathering areas and online at
www.mthebronumc.com (click the UMM Funding
Application graphic). Funds generated by the Mt.
Hebron United Methodist Men shall be used only
for the following: Outreach ministries to spread the
Good News of Jesus Christ, Support of ministries
sponsored by Mt. Hebron United Methodist Church,
Financial aid for people in urgent need of help, and
to Purchase of items or equipment for use by the
Mt. Hebron United Methodist Men and Mt. Hebron
United Methodist Church.
Special Gifts
- Gift given in memory of Buddy and Betty Shull to the Cemetery Fund by Marc Shull
- Gift given in memory of L.H. Buff by Edith Watson
- Gift given in memory of Pete Middleton by Bill & Geraldine
Wellborn, Diane Senn, Dot Mathias & Mt Hermon Exercise
Class, Bonnie & C laude Griffin, Horace & Christine Porter, Theresa Jarosick; to GoForth Mission House by Vicki & Patti Bennett, Jim & Doris New, Harvey & Marla Downey; to the Building
Fund by Pat Morrow
- Gift given in memory of Vernon Bristow by Reonell Grainger,
Diane Senn, Lin & Judy Jones, Horace & Christine Porter; to the
Cemetery Fund by Brenda & Davis Hook, John & Heike Tidwell,
Wesley Fellowship SS class, Annie Frazier, Rita Vinson, Elizabeth Knox, Richard & Mary Harris; to the Building Fund by Pat
Morrow
- Gift given in memory of Leslie and Fay Shull to the Cemetery
Fund by Rev. Paul & Jan Harmon
- Gift given in memory of L.H. Buff by Horace & Christine Porter
- Gift given in memory of Sylvia Marchant by Horace & Christine Porter
- Gift given in honor of Operation Round-Up to Snack Sacks by
Mid Carolina Electric Trust
- Gift given To the Glory of God and In Celebration of the Birth
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to The Live Nativity Fund by
The Gibson Family!
- Gift given To the Glory of God and In Loving Memory of Bob
Gibson and In Loving Honor of Jessie Ruth Chaney Gibson to
The Live Nativity Fund by their Children Frank and Gayna Gibson Wall!
- Gift given To the Glory of God and In Loving Memory of Earl
and Linnie Heise Gibson to The Live Nativity Fund by their
Grandchildren Frank and Gayna Gibson Wall!
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