Welcome to Mt. Hebron
To see what is happening at Mt. Hebron UMC, check out our website at www.mthebronumc.com.

Advent Bible Study — Today at 3:30 PM with Pastor Ann in the Cornerstone Room.

Trustees Meeting — Monday, December 1 at 6:00 PM in the Conference Room.

UWEF Christmas Banquet — Tuesday, Dec. 2 at 6 PM in the FLC. The theme this year is Jesus is the Reason for the Season. All UWF
members and ladies of the church are invited. Bring a covered dish or dessert. Meat will be provided. If you have a nativity scene
that you would like to put on our display table, please bring it with you. Sign up in the gathering areas, with your circle, or call Mary
Nell Trussell (803-609-4160) by Sunday, Nov. 30.

UMM Christmas Gathering — Friday, December 5 at 6:30 PM in the FLC.

Mt Hebron Day of Service, Sat. 12/6, 9am-noon. Join us in our mission to make a positive impact in our community through a
variety of service opportunities for all ages and abilities. Check the website or flyers to register or email jwhitesell309@att.net for
more information.

GoForth Yard Sale — Saturday, December 6 from 9AM — 12 PM. Unbelievable bargains on everything! Volunteers are always
appreciated to set up (7:30 AM) and/or take down (12 PM). Text Cathy Neeley (803-760-2283) for more information or any questions.
Acolyte Training — Sunday, January 11 at 4:30 PM in the Sanctuary for anyone (8 years old and up). If interested, email Erica Peake
at mancala543@hotmail.com.

Adult Fellowship Annual Christmas Lunch & Program — December 11 at 12:30 PM in the FLC. Bring savory or sweet finger foods
to share. Chicken tenders will provided. Sign up in the Gathering Area.

Alternative Christmas Gift Project — November 30 — December 14 every Sunday in the Welcome Center. Please consider using this
way to honor and/or remember that special person on your list this Christmas. Projects this year are Killingsworth, Good Samaritan
Medical Care, Toby’s Place, Austin Wilkes Society and Nancy K. Perry Children’s Shelter. This is a great gift for those who are difficult
to buy for!

Volunteer needed at GoForth Mission House to greet clients, gather their information, and offer a prayer. GoForth is open on Tuesdays
from 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM. For more information, call or text Cathy Neeley at 803-760-2283.

WE ARE HIRING for the position of Financial Secretary. This is a part-time position that works with the Finance Committee to
manage the finances of the church. For more information contact Pat Lawter @ Plawter@mthebronumc.com or 803.413.6723.

Altar Flower Calendar — Altar flowers are still need for December 28. The 2026 altar flower calendar has been posted. Please sign up
on the day you would like to put flowers in the church and leave a phone number. Any questions, please contact Betty Wise at 803-360-
0784.

Prayer Ministry: If you feel led to be part of a new prayer team (you can pray from anywhere), contact Pastor Ann at
akovan@mthebronumc.com

The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God and in celebration of our 55" wedding anniversary on December 4 by
Bob and Susan Cline.

Ministers: Reverend Dr. Ann Kovan & Reverend Larry Hays; Director of Music: Dr. Rebecca Loar; Organist: Dr. Louis
Playford; Altar Guild: Len Hill & Eva Lynn Hill; Ushers: Tyler Jackson & Brenda Middleton; Lay Reader: Andy
Gowan; Greeters: Doris Layton & Georgia Heise; Communion Servers: Edie & Steven Burritt; Acolyte: Lili McBride
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To Give Online Children - 14; Youth — 16; Adult - 68
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Mt. Hebron celebrates 225 years of faithful ministry.

November 30, 2025 ~ 11:15 am

Mt. Hebron United Methodist Church
3050 Leaphart Road
West Columbia, SC 291

Serving Christ for the Transformation of Lives
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First Sunday of Advent

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude Variations on Let All Mortal Flesh I-IV Helman

*

Chimes

* Call to Worship
Leader: I was glad when they said to me,
People: "Let us go to the house of the Lord."
Leader: For the sake of all who call upon the Lord,
People: Let us say, "Peace be within you."
*  Hymn, UMH #203 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed ELLACOMBE
*  Affirmation of Faith (Apostles” Creed) UMH#881
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*

Gloria Patri, UMH #70
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
Advent Wreath Meditation: Hope Nancy Penney & Marcia Stanley

Congregational Response
ALL: Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of God’s reign has come and is coming among us.

Pastoral Prayer

Offertory Teach Me, O Lord, I Pray arr. John Drakestone
*  Doxology, UMH #94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
* Scripture Reading Matthew 5:5-13 NRSV
5 When Jesusl2 saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he
began to speak and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4”Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for
they will receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. ?“Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 13“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.”

Homily The Prayer I Never Prayed
The Invitation to Holy Communion

Confession and Pardon

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart,
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,

we have broken your law,

we have rebelled against your love,

we have not loved our neighbors,

and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.

Free us for joyful obedience,

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

All pray in silence

Hear the good news:

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God’s love towards us.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...We praise Your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
...glory is Yours, Almighty God, now and forever.

Amen.

Reverend Larry Hays

Giving the Bread and Cup (Please let an usher know if you need the elements brought to your seat.)

Prayer after Receiving

*  Hymn, UMH #559 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

*  Benediction
*  Postlude Variations on Let All Mortal Flesh V

* Congregation is invited to stand if able.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23236a

