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Dear Church Family,

Among nature's springtime display, | most
cherish the newly-birthed green of budding
deciduous tree leaves and the scattered cloud-
like white bloom of dogwood trees. Bright
white splattered across a canvas of dark pine,
blazing azaleas, wispy red bud and rioting
yellow forsythia, they are an odd marriage of
deep peace and frolicking hilarity. Every year |
catch the beauty of the full portrait of spring in
others' yards, and | envy their yards for their
balance of green and color and the white shock
of dogwood. | find myself feeling discontent, as
though my own yard's spring palette is inferior.

And isn't that just how we are? Not seeing our own strengths
because we get so caught up in what others have? When we have the
very thing we covet but are blind to? Easter beauty doesn't reside in
our neighbor's yard, across the fence or down the street. The full
glory of Easter isn't some shiny lure fishing for perfection, a chance
to outdo another or decorating the outside of a shell to hide the
emptiness within. No, the full glory of Easter resides within us: a
stone rolled away to reveal the heart of resurrection. Inside followers
of Jesus Christ, the cross is in full bloom, sprouting petals proof of
nail piercings and the white of purity. Our worth and beauty are
based on what grows from the inside out—not external things.

| pray you will nurture and water that internal cross through prayer,
worship, curbing bad habitsgtalking to others about what God is up
to in your life and sacriﬁcin'g}r others. Blooming from the inside,
behold love overflowing more beautiful than a springtime firework-
like burst of blossoms paintihg an array of love and peace across

your community, state, nation‘and world. , {
In Christ, /
Pastor Ann













